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Confirmed COVID-19 cases 
jump in Mecklenburg, NC 


BY JIM MORRILL 
jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 


Cases of COVID-19 continued 
to jump Saturday in Mecklen- 
burg County and North Car- 
olina, where the number of 
statewide cases shot to more 
than 1,000. 

Mecklenburg’s diagnosed 
cases neared 300 on Saturday — 


a 50% jump from just Thursday 
and the most in the state. 


South Carolina health officials 


reported two more deaths from 
COVID-19, bring the state’s 
total to 15. North Carolina has 
had five deaths, including a 
person in Rowan County, near 
Charlotte. Rowan health offi- 
cials said late Friday that the 
patient was considered high risk 
“due to age and underlying 


medical conditions.” 

Another death was announced 
Friday in Johnston County, 
following deaths in Cabarrus 
and Harnett counties. 

The rise in N.C. cases to 1,016 
came on the weekend before 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s stay-at-home 
order takes effect and two days 
after a similar order began in 
Mecklenburg. 

“I think for the most part 


people are either abiding by the 
order or there are loopholes that 
allow them to skirt the order,” 
county commissioners Chair 
George Dunlap said Saturday. 
“You can tell the difference 
when you're on the street during 
the day.” 

Cooper’s order starts at 5 p.m. 
Monday and lasts for 30 days. 
Designed to keep hospitals from 
being overrun, it requires people 


to stay home except for work 
considered essential, bans 
groups of more than 10 and 
calls for people outdoors to stay 
6 feet apart. 

Mecklenburg’s order took 
effect Thursday. 

On Saturday, Mecklenburg 
officials clarified that the county 
order supersedes the state order 
in some areas. For example, 
some real estate transactions 
must be done virtually in the 
county, a limit not included in 
the governor’s order. And car 
sales in the county are also re- 
quired to be virtual. 


ZERO TO 1,000 IN 25 DAYS 
Across the country, the num- 
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Light vehicular and pedestrian traffic defines uptown Charlotte in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic. 


Charlotte faces steep recovery 
on economic damage of virus 


BY AUSTIN WEINSTEIN, DANIELLE 
CHEMTOB AND CATHERINE 
MUCCIGROSSO 


aweinstein@charlotteobserver.com 
dchemtob@charlotteobserver.com 
cmuccigrosso@charlotteobserver.com 


It was slow at first, then all of 
a sudden. 

If you worked in a Charlotte 
restaurant, you noticed when 


reservations slowed the week- 
end of March 8. Then, as fear of 
the novel coronavirus spread, 
reservations were down by one- 
third the next weekend, accord- 
ing to data from the app Open- 
Table. 

The next day, March 16, they 
were down two-thirds. A day 
later, Gov. Roy Cooper ordered 
all dining rooms across the state 


closed. 

The coronavirus infecting the 
United States at an unpreceden- 
ted rate has reshaped life for all 
North Carolinians. 

Nearly 800 have the disease 
in North Carolina, with 259 of 
those located in Mecklenburg 
County as of Friday. There have 
been more than 500,000 cases 
globally, including at least 


DAVID T. FOSTER III dtfoster@charlotteobserver.com 


80,000 Americans. 

While the pandemic has start- 
ed to strain the healthcare sys- 
tem, actions taken to prevent 
widespread illness have shut- 
tered much of the state’s econo- 
my, potentially harming it for 
years to come. Hotels, restau- 
rants and shops closed en 
masse. Suppliers and manu- 
facturers had orders drop and 
supply chains buckle. 

With no idea of how long this 
would last, business owners 
have to ask themselves: Can I 
pay my workers? Can I make 
rent? Then, as the reality of the 
pandemic set in, they started to 


ask a third question: Is this it for 
me? 

Since March 16, some 219,286 
North Carolinians have filed for 
unemployment through Thurs- 
day. That’s more than any one 
month total in N.C. history, 
more than when the banks al- 
most collapsed and more than 
when the mills closed. 

We still don’t know what 
effect this wave of joblessness 
will have. We don’t know how 
long the pandemic will last. We 
don’t know how quickly people 
will go back to work when it 
does end or how fast hotels and 
restaurants will rebound. 

But the shutdown already has 
had a dramatic impact on the 
economies of Charlotte and 
North Carolina. The data has 
yet to come in, but the state, 
and the country, is very likely in 
recession. 

“Tf this is a four- to five-week 
event, then the damage to the 
economy may be quickly repair- 
able,” said Barry Boardman, the 
top fiscal economist for the state 
legislature. “A prolonged event 
will result in cascading impacts 
across the economy both in the 
state, the nation and globally 
that could resemble the Great 
Recession.” 

Already, North Carolina is 
becoming one of the states har- 
dest hit by the economic con- 
traction. 

According to U.S Department 
of Labor data, no other state 
saw a larger increase in unem- 
ployment claims in the past 
month than North Carolina. 
Claims filed in North Carolina 
jumped 5,000% since the end 
of February, data show. 

Interviews with more than 30 
workers, business owners and 
government officials reveal how 


SEE RECOVERY, 4A 


NOTE TO READERS 

We are committed to 
continue to deliver a 
printed newspaper to you 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic, but if conditions 
arise such as curfews, 
closures or circumstances 
that prevent print delivery, 


we want you to be prepared. 


As a home delivery 
subscriber, you have access 
to our eEdition, an online 
replica of our newspaper 
with 40-50 pages of bonus 
content, including a daily 
coronavirus digital section. 


Please activate your digital 
account, which is included 
with your subscription, at 
charlotteobserver.com 
/activate. Our customer 
service team is here to help 
you navigate any questions 
you have by contacting us 
at customerservice 
@charlotteobserver.com. 
In addition, you may notice 
that we’ve moved some 
content to other sections. 
This is a temporary 
measure, and content will 
return to its usual place as 
soon as possible. 


BY ANNIE MA 
ama@charlotteobserver.com 


For 45 minutes a day, three 
days a week, the students at 
Torrence Creek Elementary 
School holed up at home dur- 
ing state-mandated school 
closure can feel some sense of 
normalcy. 

That’s when music teacher 
Kevin Brawley signs on to his 
YouTube live channel, under 
the name “Notorious Mr. B,” 


CMS music teacher 
takes to YouTube 
to keep lessons going 


calls his “virtual virtuosos.” For 
45 minutes a day, just like a 
normal music class at Torrence 
Creek, kids like Finn and Scar- 
lett Ernest, siblings who are in 
Brawley’s class and the school 
choir, can feel connected to a 
beloved teacher from a dis- 
tance. 

“Tt’s hard for them to be 
engaged at home,” Chris Er- 
nest said of his two kids. “It’s 
not familiar, but seeing a fam- 
iliar face like him, the next 
thing you know, they’re danc- 


Since Gov. Roy Cooper 
signed an executive order clos- 
ing schools across the state to 
slow the spread of COVID-19, 
Brawley has broadcast from his 
kitchen, studio, gym and living 
room, building lessons around 
the same concepts he would 
teach in the classroom. 

Tupperware and bowls turn 
into percussion instruments, 
while a pepper grinder helps 
shake out a rhythm. Brawley 
said he uses whatever he can 
find at home and encourages 
his viewers to do the same. He 
pauses for kids to repeat after 
him and asks viewers to chime 
in with answers to his questions 
in the live comments. 

While teachers were instruct- 
ed to provide only supplemen- 
tal materials at least until 


and starts teaching what he ing and singing.” SEE YOUTUBE, 4A 
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